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O kay, Lord, | Get It

"~ by H. David Schuringa

The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It is
not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” “Yes, Lord,” she said,
“but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table” (Matt. 15:25-27).

Jesus appears to be so cruel with this poor Canaanite woman. After all, she’s begging Him for help.
He even calls her a dog! Despite the apparent shabby treatment it is fascinating to see that the woman
pushes on undeterred. “Yes, Lord, if you say so, I'm a dog,” she is saying. “But all | need is a crumb
as long as it comes from You.”

“Woman,” replies Jesus, “you have great faith!”

| wonder how great our faith would have been in that situation. We are not by nature happy campers
when God appears to be distant or seems to be jerking us around.

And we're certainly not satisfied with crumbs! We want the whole loaf, don’t we.

Oftentimes, if we lose a loved one, contract an incurable disease or watch helplessly as world markets
collapse (along with our retirement accounts, investments and property values), our first reaction is,
“Hey Lord, what's up with that?”

We profess that Jesus is our ONLY comfort in life and in death, but that profession can sound hollow
when He actually puts it to the test and removes our props from under us. Admit it, we’re not content
with crumbs.

No, we want the whole loaf. We want Jesus AND our good health, we want Jesus AND our loved ones,
we want Jesus AND our kids to behave like we please, we want Jesus AND all our material “stuff.”

It might feel like the Master is being cruel, treating us like dogs rather than children of the King. But our
suffering is His special gift. In it, He tenderly beckons us to the moment of discovery: “Okay, Lord, | get it.
All I need is a crumb as long as it comes from you.”

When Jesus instills and elicits great faith we learn to live in perfect peace. Free from dependence upon
our props. That's because He is indeed, our ONLY comfort, all that we need and so much more. With
faith like that, nothing and no one can ever harm us. And we can move mountains.

And so, don’t worry about your stuff (Matt. 6:31-32). DO remember those in need, like His people in
prison (Heb. 13:3). You’'ll have enough to help them. Children of the King, you're in good hands with
the One who gave His all . . . for you. )
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